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Synopsis

lllustrated with more than 250 dramatic original color photographs depicting not only fangs and
rattles but also intricate patterns and extraordinary camouflage, Rattlesnake traces the evolution
and behavior of the more than eighty living species and subspecies of rattlesnakeséa "from East
Coast timber rattlesnakes to California’s desert-dwelling sidewinders to South America’s neotropical
species. Explaining the functions of anatomical characteristics such as heat-sensitive facial pits,
Manny Rubio also describes rattlesnakes’ diverse habitats, feeding strategies, reproductive cycles,
and seasonal hibernation patterns. Drawing on recent research and replete with
never-before-published photographs, Rattlesnake is landmark guide for both professional and
amateur herpetologists, as well as a fascinating introduction to the most maligned reptile of the

Americas.
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Customer Reviews

YA-In this remarkable study, Rubio provides detailed information on almost everything anyone
would want to know about rattlesnakes-their origins, habitats, physiology, and anatomy. But he
doesn’t stop there. He also examines our different relationships with them, from commercial
exploitation to their place in lore and religion. Appendixes list the scientific, English, and Spanish
names of the snakes and include a detailed glossary of terms relevant to their study. The real draw
of Rattlesnake, however, is the more than 250 full-color photographs that capture both the beauty

and the power of these reptiles. Whether it is a picture of a diamondback posed to strike or of



snake-handling religious sects, the illustrations are not for the squeamish. This book will hold the
attention of both recreational readers and budding herpetologists.Robert Burnham, R. E. Lee High

School, Springfield, VACopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

No one is neutral on the subject of rattlesnakes--people either loathe them or find them fascinating.
It is also impossible to be neutral about this marvelous new book on rattlesnakes, the only
poisonous snakes with the buzzing warning. Lawrence Klauber's monumental Rattlesnakes (1956)
is the standard scholarly work on the subject, but Rubio’s new semipopular work is a worthy
successor, beautifully illustrated with the author’s color photographs (which Klauber lacked).
Fourteen chapters cover the basics of anatomy, senses, reproduction, fangs, and poison, as well as
more esoteric subjects, such as rattlesnake roundups and religious snake-handling, with equal
thoroughness and depth. Rubio’s captivation with his subject comes through in his writing, but he is
able to present the accounts of snake-handling and roundups with dispassion, allowing readers to
form their own opinions on these controversial practices. Three excellent appendixes list scientific
and common names (in English and Spanish) of all species of rattlesnakes and addresses of North
American herpetological societies, and a glossary defines biological terms relevant to rattlesnakes.
A lengthy bibliography completes an extremely valuable book, which is highly recommended for all

libraries. Nancy Bent

| have always been fascinated by rattlesnakes, ever since living in the heart of California’s
rattlesnake country as a young lad. This book covers the subject in loving and fascinating detail,
with loads of superb photographs which splendidly support the excellent text. These are magnificent
and beneficial animals and the author does a superb job of writing about them.My only criticism of
the book is that it spends a lot of time dealing with human activities as regards rattlesnakes, such as
the notorious "rattlesnake roundups,” which the author rightly explains to be unconscionable
predations by man against innocent and essential creatures. | would have rather seen even more
space devoted to a pure scientific study of rattlers. But this is a minor quibble, and many will
doubtless disagree with me because these sections are very well done and interesting.The book’s
scientific discussion of rattlesnakes is very interesting. These are amazing creatures and the author
plainly is highly motivated by the subject. This book is a labor of love in which the reader will delight

to share.This is a wonderful book for anyone interested in rattlers.

Manny Rubio is an outstanding photographer with many accomplishments. Most notably his work



photographing the NHL in New York and Atlanta in the 1970’s where he produced amazing
photographs in some very tough lighting situations. It was my knowledge of that work that led me to
this book.Not only are Rubio’s photographs of these snakes all well crafted but his study and
knowledge of Rattlesnakes is beyond thorough. There is attention to detail and his accuracy is dead
on with even the slightest variances in the species. If you have an interest in Rattlesnakes, and or

want to improve your knowledge of them then this is the book to get.

Very enjoyable book. Manny Rubios knowledge and love of the subject matter are obvious. This will

be yet another welcome addition to my library/collection.

A really good book on rattlesnakes! | learned a lot from this book!

Good book, but was damaged on top pages

Excellent book on facts about rattlesnakes.

It is a huge book full of great pictures of Rattlesnakes and information too, it focus its attention on

the North American Rattlesnakes.

This book is a good resource for those who are interested in rattlers without being interested
enough to read Klauber’s treatise on the subject. The information is sound, and goes into fair depth,
although at times | felt that a more scholarly less pop tone would have worked better. Still the author
did what he set out to do; produce a great work on rattlesnakes that was accessible. It's easily worth
reading, and is very informative. Although much of the info you can get from Klauber, there are
many cases where Rubio has provided useful and worthwhile revisions/changes/additons to
material (medicinal significance, the ecological effect of roundups, taxonomy etc.). These make the
book more than a contemporary rehash of Kaluber's masterpiece.The text alone would be worth the
price of the book; the photography makes the book a steal. This man knows how to take pictures;
some of the best photos of rattlers I've ever seen (and I've seen and taken several) are here. |
borrowed this book from a library, expecting something that was little more than an update on
Klauber; however, this work stands alone very well, and is informative--l intend to buy it. The photos
are on par with any herp photography I've ever seen, and are impressive and useful; almost worth

the price of the book themselves. This book is a must have, and well worth the time and money that



one must invest to read it.
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